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Gentlemen of the Grand Inqueſt. 

Gentlemen, 


HIS Sermon being Publiſhed at Your unanimous Requeſt, 
it will be thought no Preſumption in me, to ſay, it hath 
Title to Your Patronage. 

am ſenſible, the only thing that recommended it to Your 
tur, was the ſeaſonableneſs of the Subject, and that Vein 
Leal for the Proteſtant Religion, which run through all the 
Parts of it. Had you conſidered it in another Point of View, 
F would doubtleſs, have miſſed of the Honour of yeur Suł- 
ages: But it was my good Fortune, to deliver it before Re- 
gous Hearers, whoſe Piety (only attentive to the Concern, 1 
Preſſed for the preſent State of the Ark of God) over- looked 
bis Defets. 


The DEDICATION. 


Ib leave to tell you, that thereby You have given 
full Proof of Your excellent Character, and Diſpeſiions : E 
| tho the meanne/; of this Diſcourſe, may Impeach the Jud 

ment of the Approvers ; yet, the Approbation you honoured 
with, meerly upon the account of the Subject, is a ſhining [ 
| ſtance of your firm Adherence, and inviolable Attac 
ment to the true Intereſt of. Your Country. 
And 'tis 1th incredible Pleaſure, that I am permitted, | 

grace the Head of this Diſcourſe with ſuch 4 bright, ; 
numerous ' Liſt of Gentlemen of the beſt Eſtates, and Figy 
in Your County; all reſolved to ſacrifice their Lives and H 
tunes, for the Preſervation of our happy Conſtitution, 
Church and State, | 

The Opinion of a Sermon, heard with ſome ſatisfactis 

often ſonks in the Reading: But 1 hopes that when in t 
Peruſal of this, You find any thing ſhocking to Nice and C 
tical Eyes, you'll remember, that You heard it at Chelmsfot 
with Indulgent, and Charitable Ears. 

And here, I take my leave of You, with my hearty Than 
for the Favours I have received from You, as alſo with 
bearty Prayers for Your Proſperity. I am, 


For 


Gentlemen, 
Your very Affectionate, 


Obliged, Humble Servant, 
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* r his Heart trembled for the Ark of God. 
1d Figu 
and Fq IS Uſual for Men, who live in the outward 


ution, Communion of the true Church, to chal- 


lenge God's Protection, as their Property, 
tho' their Life is the very Reverſe of his 
ws. They lay claim to the Benefits of his Covenant, 
they do not perform the Conditions of it. They 
x upon the true Doctrine, which they profeſs, as 
Exemption from Moral Duties; and as implying a 
eration of their Crimes, or a Sanctuary, which 
tens them from God's avenging Juſtice. They foo- 
bly imagine, they can enjoy the Privileges of Reli- 
bn, ſeparately from its Graces ; and impiouſly confi- 
at, they expect the Bleſſings which attend the ſtrict 
Iervance of God's Precepts, at the very time they 
themſelves guilty of ſuch heinous Sins, as call for 
r Infliftion of the greateſt Puniſhments. 

Fooliſh Stupidity ! to think, that God is bound to be 
wpitious to them, and load them with Benefits and 
nours, notwithſtanding their high Crimes, and no- 
nous Offences. 

This was the Caſe of Trae! in the Hiſtory before 
Eh, who at that time, under the Title of Judge, 
s the chief Governor of that People, was a good, 
M pious Man, and zealous for the Honour of Reli- 
lon. But through the Facility, or Weakneſs of his 
tmper, he had unfortunately been too remiſs a Ma- 
Itrate, and too indulgent a Father. 

His Sons, whoſe Proneneſs to Sin ſhould have been 
ad and curb'd by wholſome Severities, had been 
andon'd to their own Devices, and had proſtiruted 


tisfaGiu 
en in t 
and C 
1elmsfot 


ty Than 
0 with 


'Vant, 


2 A SERMON Preach'd 


their ſacred Character, to the moſt infamous ſenſy; 
Satisfactions: And (as the Prince's Vices are apt | 
become the Faſhions of the People, or, as when t 
Fountains of publick Edification are tainted with Po 
ſon, the Infection grows general) the Corruption i 
a very little time, ſtole into all the Veins of the politic 
Body, inſomuch, that by the Prevalency of the Le; 
der's Example, the Nation was ſoon over-run wi 
Wickedneſs and Impiety. * 

At a juncture of time, fo fatal to the Proſperity ( 
a People, Iſrael goes out to engage the Philifines. h 
God not going out with them, great Numbers of the 
fell in the Field, and they were entirely defeated. 

ievous a Calamity, (one would think) ſhould ha 
et them upon conſidering their ways, and turning ba 
to the Lord of Hoſts. But inſtead of this, they fall 
repining and murmuring ; Wherefore, ſay they, hath 
Lord ſmitten us before the Philiſtines ? 

And then they think of a Stratagem, which was mu 
eaſier, than reforming their Lives, and Converſatio 
which they fooliſhly imagine would infallibly rep: 
their Loſs, and retrieve their Honour: That w. 
fetching the Ark from Shiloh, and carrying it into t 
Field of Battle, upon a fond conceit, that the Pl 
liſtines would never be able to face that ever vit 
rious Ark, whoſe Preſence alone batter'd down t 
Walls of Fericho ; And that it would be a means, 
oblige, God to ſide with them, fince his Honour 
engag'd in the Preſervation of the Ark of his Covenan 
And that his Glory could not ſuffer it to fall an ing 
rious Captive into the Hands of the Uncircumcis d. 
foon as the Ark appear'd in the Camp, embolden'd w 
theſe Thoughts, and fluſh'd with the ſanguine Hop 
of undoubted Victory, by loud Shoutings, and Demo 
ſtrations of Joy, they anticipate their imaginary I 
umphs ; and even before they engage, they , congral 
late themſelves upon the glorious Succeſs of the Di 
How vain is Confidence, when ill-groundec, and 
placed! They ſoon found by ſad Experience, * 
the Ark of the Covenant, was no Defence for them. 
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In the fourth and laſt place, that ſince the Sins 
Iſrael unrepented of were the unhappy Cauſes of t enit 
Captivity of the Ark, tis the moſt important of o 
Duties, to ſecure and keep it ſafe in the midſt of 
by a National Repentance. 


Feirſt, As to the Dignity of the Ark it was t 
holieſt Thing under the Law ; and ſo holy, that 
made holy every Place it came to. It was the Dye 
ling Place, and Habitation of God. lt was the Pla 
from whence God gave his Oracles to 1/rae!, a 
where Iſrael met to conſult his God. Tis call 
here the Ark of God, not as a Learned Man || wou 
have it, in Contra-diftintion to the Arks or Ch 
made uſe of in the idolatrous Ceremonies , t 
were perform'd to the Honour of ſome Heath 
Gods ; but becauſe it was of Divine Original, 
Fabrick having been order'd by the true God, 2 
adapted to his Service. In many places, it is ty 
the Ark of the Covenant; becauſe it was the Pledge 
God's Covenant with his People, Elſewhere, the 4rk 
the Teſtimony ; becauſe it was the Preſerver of the 
ſtimony of the Lord, the Tables of the Law being log 
up, and preſerved in it. In ſome other places it 
call d, the Ark of the Strength of God, and the Streng 
of Iſrael ; becauſe it was a Shield to the People, a 
a Terror to the Enemies of God. This might f. 
fice to demonſtrate the Dignity of the Ark, and 
tis diſtinguiſhed by higher Titles. For tis allo ſtyl 
the Face of God, the Glory of Iſrael, and even G 
and King of Glory; becauſe God appear'd upon t 
Ark by the viſible Tokens of his Preſence, Mer 
and Protection. | 

It would be endleſs to unravel all the Myſeries oft 

Art, and to ſhew, how it was a typical Emblem of 0 
Lord's Incarnation ; as alſo a lively Repreſentation 
his Myſtical Body the Church: Waving then all this, t 


* 2 Chron. 8, 11, PI. 99.1. Exod, 2 5. 21, 22, | Spen 
* Pſalm, 24. TMP Av, 
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{tends to illuſtrate the Dignity of the Ark; and ha- 
ning to apply this Law-Ordinance to our Circumſtan- 
s under the Goſpel, we will only conſider it, under 
1 Two-fold Idea. 

Firſt, As it was the Symbol of God's Preſence, and 
he Pledge of his Protection. 

Secondly, As it was the Center of the Fewiſh Reli- 
n. For it was before the Ark that Sacrifices were 
er d; and the moſt ſolemn Acts of Religion per- 
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the Plat umd. Whence appearing before the Ark, in Scripture WE 
gel, 4 hraſe, is of the ſame import with appearing before the MFR 
is cal rd ; and there was a Law, whereby all the Males in 8 
i Th fel, were oblig'd to appear before the Ark at the F + 

e 1 


[hree great Solemn Feſtivali. 


cs, No wonder then, if the Holy Men under the Law 8 
Heal :1e the Safety of the Ark the darling Object of their WIR 
inal, end, and it's Danger, the chief of their Cares and Trou= WR 
300, es; ſince it was the glorious Symbol of God's Preſence, ö 7 
t is E Favour, and the moſt Sacred and Venerable 'My= d 4 
Pledge m of their Religion. Let us hear how a Prophet, 
my wails the Captivity of the Ark in a moving ftraim, WW} 


ad the moſt affecting Expreſſions ; be forſook the Taberna- 57 
ef Shilob, and the Tent which he placed among Men, and M$ 
vered his ſtrength into Captivity, and bis Glory into his | 


eing log 
| 
mies Hands. ' ® 


laces it 


be Streng 

ople, Now to put this in a Goſpel dreſs ; True Religion, the . 
night f ligion of Chriſt bears the ſame Relation to us, that IF? 
„and i: 44 did to the Reople of 1/rae! : And if the Care 
8 | its ſafety did fire their Affections, and cauſe their 


karts to tremble; ſhould not the defence of true Re- 
hon againſt the utmoſt Efforts of a corrupted Church, 
Ing our Activity, and enflame our Zeal ; ſince the 
Ib of it, if not of a greater Value, is with us, at leaſt, 
the ſame unvaluable conſideration 2 We loſe in it 
I Sun, and our Shield ; our Glory, and our Strength 3 
ir Light, and our Support: And this you'll be made 
nüble of, if you conſider Three Advantages attending 


upon 0 


e, Mer 


erics oft 
lem of 0 
-ntation 
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true Religion, which are of the ſame Nature, au od 2 
neg: with the Advantages flowing from the 4 
Tit, True Religion is the higheſt Privilege of h 
__ Nature. It [diſtinguiſhes Men from the who 
viſible Creation with a brighter Luſtre, than all t 
Advantages of Reaſon : And if true Religion advanc 
the Dignity of Men, conſider'd in a private Capacii m t 
it ought by an undeniable Conſequence, to rail: dl 
Honour of a Society, of a Nation. A Society, a Natic 
being nothing elſe, but a Community made up of p 
vate Men, who have agreed to live under the fan 
Laws and Government. Now, if a Kingdom be t 
Center of Commerce, the ſeat of Politeneſs; if it car 
fully cultivates and improves Arts and Sciences 
Home, and becomes formidable abroad by the Prog 
of it's Arms, and the Extent of it's Conqueſts : The 
may make a Kingdom conſiderable in the Eye oft 
World; but nothing can make it confiderable int 
Eye of God, or recommend it to his Favour, but t 
purity of it's Doctrine and Worſhip. 
II. True Religion promotes the happineſs of a Nati 
by the natural Zezdency of it's Doctrines and Precep otro 
Tis in all Communities, the living Fountain of go 
Order, the Spring of regular Motions, the Cement 
mutual Union and Benevolence. It tyes the Peop 
to the Soveraign : It endears the Soveraign to the Pe 
ple, by enforcing the obſervance of their reciprod 
Duties. It introduces into Commerce Diſintereſ à 
Integrity ; and baniſhes Male-adminiſtraticn from publi 
Places and Employments. It makes the Governors H 
neſt; and the governed eaſy. Vice, and a corrupt 
Religion are the unhappy Roots of Evils and Cal 
mities of all kinds; on the contrary, true Religic 
a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her, and baff} 
every one that retaineth her. | | 
III. True Religion entitleth a Nation to God's Favo 
and Protection. For tho' God is every where, 4s 


— 


Prov. 3. 18. 
9113 2 7 60 


at the Aſſizes of, Chelmsford. 
od and a King by the immenſity of his Nature, and 
the unbounded extent of his Providential Admini- 
ation; yet he is more particularly to be found and felt, 
a praciows God, and 4 good King, in thoſe Countries, 
here his Ark is ſettl'd, and his true Church Eſtabli- 
ed: And he honours with a more diſtinguiſh'd Care 


ure, 2 
the 4 


e of h 
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1 all & 


advane Protection them, who profeſſing his Truth con- 

Lapaciti m their Lives to the San#iry of his Laws. His Pre- 

raiſe i ee is inſeparable from the Ark of hi Covenant. There- 

a Natiq e St. John in the * Revelations tepteſents our Lord 

p of pi the midſt of the Golden Candleſticbs, meaning there- 
the fan, that he fixes his Habitation, and Dwelling- place o 
n be Churches, that are diſtinguith'd by ſoundneſs of Faith, Wi 


if it cu purity of Worſhip : And tis in regard to the unvalu- 


ble Bleſſings, that a People, whom God hacn honour'd 4- 


iences 

Prog ich the Knowledge of his Truth enjoys, that the fp 
s : Tha Prophet triumphantly ſaith, + Happy u that people WT 
ye of Wiſh is ſuch a caſe : yea, happy u the People whoſe God is WW 
ble in Lord. 1 
„ but . Theſs Three Characters of true Religion, are unde- 


able Arguments of it's Value and Excellency: And 


a Nati the very ſame time give us a full Proſpect of the dF 
PrecepMſorrours of Popery, wherein none of thoſe touches, or hh 
n of go le are to be ſeen. True Religion advances the Dig- 

Cement iy of Man; it improves and exalts his Nature. On 

e Peopſſe contrary, Popery degrades, and vilifies Man by im- 

the Polling upon him blind Obedience and Submiſſion to 
reciproditended infallible Guides; as allo, the unworthy be- 
tereſt Aer of ridiculous Doctrines, and Superſtitions, which ; 
m publ1l once det hrone the Majeſty of Heaven, and the Reafon ' 
rnors H Mankind. 


corrupt Le Religion is not only Conducive, and Inſtrumen- 
nd Caß to the regulation and wellfare of a Kingdom; 
Religi0Mt allo the very Principle from which Order, Peace, 
nd bal)" Happineſs flow upon a Nation. But Popery (a 


ord which implies a World of Miſchiefs) bids defi- 
Ke to all this; it breaks the Bands, it cuts off all the 
of Society; it lays upon Princes an Obligation to 
roy Subjects, whom they are bound upon Oath to 
Kev. 1. 13, + Pſalm 144. TN , 

: B 2 protect; 


's Favo 
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protect; it abſolves Subjects from their Allegiance 
their lawful Princes; For, according as it ſerves ! 
turn, or ſutes beſt with it's Intereſt, the Church 
Rome at one time will preſent a Prince with a Conſecrat 
Sword to encourage him to the ' ſhedding of his Su 
ject's Blood ; at another, by the under-hand Intreag 
and the ſeditious Breath of it's Emiſſaries, it excit 
a deluded People to levy War againſt their Liege L 
and Soveraign. 

Again, True Religion cauſes a Kingdom to be 
Kingdom of God. But a Kingdom where Pope 
is the eſtabliſh'd Religion, is the Kingdom of a Me 
Of a Man indeed, who mimicks God. He arms hi 
ſelf with Thunder and Lightning: He demands 
Adoration of his own Perſon : He aſſumes the 
tles of the Almighty, and ſtyles himſelf King of King 
and Lord of Lords: He affects the Power and Per 
ctions, and even (daring Impiety !) compliments him 
with the Name of God. What an impious Level 
is this ? Proud Worm! who ſets himſelf upon a Le 
with Him, who is higher than the Heavens; and p 
ces himſelf on a Throne equal to the Almighty. 
tolerable Arrogance ! He is not even fatisfy'd with { 
Equality: He gives himſelf the Precedency, and 
fects a Superiority over his Maker. For in the Ce 
mony of his Coronation“, at a good diſtance fr 
Him, firſt comes the conſecrated Hoſt on a white Hol 
under a Canopy held by Men of no higher Rat 
than Citizens of Rowe. This would have been t( 
{neaking a Retinue for the more than deifyed Pon! 
For, he afterwards comes mounted on the Sho 
ders of Men under a much richer Canopy, held | 
Princes, or their Ambaſſadours, and Repreſentatives. 
muſt own there is a Colour for ſuch a Precedency. F 
a God made by Cardinals, who are ſtyld the Print 
of the Church, ought in juſſice to have greater Hono 
paid him, than thoſe Gods of a more vu/ger maß 
who daily come ſo thick out of the Mint ct vile intel 


"7 Lib. Ceremo. Sac. 
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Match'to its Enemy, bleeding now by - freſh' Wound, 
and through a renew'd Perſceution; breathing its |, utit 
And, in theſe Realms inſidiouſly undermin d by Sui 
ranean Plots, pelted with Libels, endeavour d to bei. 
knock'd down by the cruſhing Weight of bulky Volum v1 
and openly aſſaulted by the bold Partiſans of a P, 
Impoſtor. Who can per Hog the preſent deplorable c 
dition of our Holy Religion, without being ſtruck And 
Heart, without expreſſing the deepeſt Concern, wii the 
out trembling for the Ark of God? | Man 
And 'tis no {mall addition to our Fears, that many lte 
the Proteſt int Powers abroad, feem ſo remiſs; fo unaffe ble 
ed to the Intereſt of our Sion, while the Prince: of Me i 
maria are ſo Zealous, and Active in the Defence aliﬀ*"'/ 
Propagation of their Schiſm, and Hereſy. And, at , 
Head of the latter, who can forbear ſeeing a PH . U 
who ever look'd upon Conqueſt as commendable, ai f 
Reſtitution as inglorious ; a Prince who is at this ti bell 
the very Prop of Babyloniſh Tyranny, now as Power the 
and as Formidable as ever? Unleſs we come up toi 
exceſſive pitch of Abſurdity, as to imagine, that WF” © 
hath been weaken'd by the addition of new Prin) <4 
palities, and Deminions ; caus d to be found light in Wif" < 
Ballance by throwing into it the vaſt weight of K © 
dems and Monarchies ; or impoverih'd by ſecucing in cor 
Family the Well-head of Silver Streams. Not thai lese 
think, his endeavours to weaken our Religion, ai Pa. 
advance his own, are owing mcerly to a Religit d 1 
Principle: Tis not unlikely, they are as much to glow 
aſcrib'd to Poliricks as Zeal, and ought to be plaoi* St 
rather to the account of his Ambition, than that of W's 
Bigotry. Tis obſervable, that through the whole cou vt 
of his Reign, when in a more particular manner (3 ara; 
doth at this time) he ſubmitted his Scepter to St. Pe! ur 
Keys ; twas when he had occaſion for them to of 
himſelf 2 Door into new Conqueſt s and Dominions : A 
for this very Reaſon, he'll never leave off end de 
vouring to ſettle Popery, and Arbitrary Power in C0 = 


fries that are in ſight of his own, or that border u 
his Kingdom, were it but to remove, as far a5 a 
en | 


at the Aſiiz2s at Chelmsford. it 


Wound e, from his People's Eyes his natural and attractive 
g its k uties of Liberty, and true Religion; leſt the en- 
by Subs Happineſs of their Neighbours in the enjoyment 


their civil and. religious * Liberties, ſhould tempt his 


rd t - a 
Fr n Subjects to the recovery of their ancient Privi- 


Volumt 


f 2 ps, and the attempting a Reformation of their groſs 
fable c in point of Doctrine and Worſhip. # 
ſtruck Wind now, Brethren, is there not a cauſe to tremble 


the Ark of God ? | 
Many, doubtleſs, have trembling Hearts, buſie Heads, 
late full of diſquieting Thoughts. But what do they 
mble, what are they ſollicitous for? Alas! alas! 


t many 
» unaffe 


e of Mee is but too much reaſon to believe, that Concerns 
fence erly temporal lie at the bottom of their anxious 
1d, at , that worldly Cares are the ſecret Springs of 
ga p Uneaſineſs and Trouble. They tremble for the 


L of Mammon, and not for the Ark of God. They 


lable, a 
ſollicitous, not for the Sant uaries of the Lord; bur 


» this tit 


Power che Ware-houſes and Magazines of their Avarice. 
up to i is the true Principle of their Trembling. Here 
>, that and terminate all cheir Fears. And, if at any time, 
e Pri caſt a thought upon the Condition of the Pra- 
gbr in WW" Church, they are apprehenſive of the danger 
+ of Ki *"igion meerly for views of State, inſtead of be- 
ring in concern d for the danger of the State by views 


Religion : And had not the Providence of Kings 
| Parliaments by wholeſome Laws, which are the cele- 
td Munuments of their Wiſdom and Piety, rais'd the 


Lot that 
ligion, A 


Religid 


uch to e and Civil Society in theſe Realms, upon the 
be pla Stock and Foundation, linking and twiſting the 
that of and State together ſo ; that they cannot be par- 
hole cou without being a mutual Bane one to the other; 1 
iner (as raid very few would think of the Ark of God. 

o St. Pa ur Religion is eſſential to our Conſtitution, infos 
2m to Of 1 


— — 
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ions: A 
off end 
in Co 
order u 
far a5 p 

f 


depe ex eo audivi, Leg ione und, & modicis auxiliis, debellavi, ola 
ue Hiberniam poſſe, idque etiam adverſus Britanniam profuturum, 
mma, ubique arma, & velut è conſpecku libertas tolleretur. Ta- 
n Agrec, cap. 24. 


much, 
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much, that they, who are well affected to our Cy 
tution muſt needs be implicitely zealous for the Chur 
But ſomething more is requir'd : Doth not ſo gre; 
Blefling, as the Preſervation of the Ark, merit 3 
ſtinct Conſideration, as well as an explicite Prayg 
Doth not the Kingdom of God, which we are 
Duty bound to ſeek firſt of all, deſerve a firſt Ra 
and a Prebeminence in our Thoughts, and AﬀeRig 
And as God loveth the Gates of Sion, more than al 
Dwellings of Facob, ought we not to love the Chur 
to love true Religion above all? This, Holy D- 
look'd upon to be his Duty: O Lord, faith he, 
have loved the Habitation of thy Houſe, and the P. 
where thine Honour dwelleth. This ought to take p 
of all the Enjoyments of this World, + The Ark, f. 
Uriah, and Iſrael and Fudab abide in Tents, the Serv 
of the Lord are in the Camp, in the open Field; and | 
J go down to my Houſe to eat and drink, and ti 
merry: as thou liveſt, and as thy Soul liveth, I will 
do this thing. This is the moſt affecting of all C 
cerns : Witneſs the good Man in our Text: Hep 
fers the * of the Ark of God before the Saft 
of Iſrael, before the Safety of his Two Sons, 
before the Safety of their Wives and Children, 
Heart only trembled for the Ark of God. 

II. This leads me to the Second Head of this [ 
courſe, where Iam to lay before you, ſome Induceme 
and Motives to enforce this Duty. | 

The Firſt Motive, or Inducement for us to be c 
cern'd,, and to tremble for the Ark of God, 1! 
deep Senſe of God's Honour, and a true Zeal for 
Glory. This was in all Ages of the Church, 
over-ruling, the predominans Affection, the Maſter? 
fion of Holy Men. As they had a -Propriety in G. 
their Intereſts were the fame, and they made 
Cauſe their own ; inſomuch, that the leaſt Thi 
which in the Eye of the World might tarniſh 


—— 


* Plalm 26. 8. ＋ 2 Sam. 11. 11. 


Hono 
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» ur CouiWnour, or ſully the Glory of his Power, fill'd them 

e ChurWih ſore Affliction and bitter Sorrow. Of this Na- 

<0 oy re was the Zeal of Moſes: And tho' he was the 
a 


rekeſt Man upon Earth; yet when the Iſraelites had 
ude a Golden Calf, whilſt he was with God in the 
cunt, his Jealouſie burnt like Fire; and in an holy 


ite Praye 
We are 


Fes Rae he broke the Tables of Stone, and put the ſame 
; ectio hy, Three Thouſand Men to the Sword: And 
k — ang, that God purpoſed to deſtroy that idolatrous 
105 — ation, Root and Branch, he intercedes for them upon 
nd he. WP ber Motive, but the Conſideration of God's He- 
770 J w, and Glory. O Lord, (faith he to his God) * Why 
9 ol wh thy Wrath wa hot againſt thy People, which thou 


| brought forth out of the Land of Egypt, with great 
wer, and a mighty Hand? Wherefore ſhould the Egyp- 
lays ſpeak, and ſay ? For Miſchief did be bring them out, to 


Ark, ſ. 
the Serv 


1.0. uy them in the Mountains, and to conſume them from the | | 
7 * r of the Earth : Turn from this fierce Wrath, and repens Wi 
: all 0 f this Evil againſt thy People; yet now ſee if thou wilt for- I; 


ve their Sin: And if not, blot me ] pray thee, from the Wh 
uk of Life which thou haſt written. That is, put a ſud- WB 
en Period to my Life, that I may not hear the inful- 
ng Voice of the Idolatrous Nations : Let me never be 


: Hep 
the Sak 
Sons, 


. Witneſs of the blaſphemous Rejoycings of the Ene- 
f this of chy Name. 1 
Wee. Like unto this, was the Zeal of the great Prophet 7 


Mab. He beholdeth prophane Fezebel, priding in W% 
e Succeſs of her Abominations, and applauding her- 
lt that ſhe had eftabliſh'd the 1dolatry of her Na- 
ne Country upon, the Ruins of the Altars of the 
d From thoſe Objects which deeply wound his 


o be co 
30d, is 
zal for 


h, : 
Late art, he flies into the Wilderneſs ; and takes Sanctu- 
in Gin 2 Rocky Cave. What doeſt thou here Elijah, 1 
made ich the Lord to him; I have, anſwereth the hery WW 
WW ophct, 7 have 5 lows for the Lord God of Wl 
i} Thi pact, I have been very vealou | | 
\rniſh : For the Children of Iſrael have forſaken thy Co- Wi 


dient, thrown dewn thine Altars, and ſlain thy Prophets Wi 


— — 
\ 


* Num. 14. 13, 


1 8 with 
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with the Sword: O Honourable Paſſion ! O Glorio 

Zeal, which hath nothing in view, but the Hong 

and Glory of God! | | 

Of the fame Stamp and Character, was doubtle 


uſur 
of 
the T 
{? 


the Zeal of Ely in our Text. If we could lay of * 
Heart naked to your Eyes, you would be convidiÞ® r 
ced, that it was a deep Senſe of God's Honour al unt. 
Glory, which caus d his Piozs Tremblings and Religi Theſ 
Fears. nſpi 
He hath it in his Thoughts, that it is highly i th 
jurious to God, prejudicial and diſreputable to inſt 
Religion, that his Ark ſhould fall into the Hand rem 
a Nation that knew not God. His Tremblings, sf 
Agitations, in ſhore the devout Agony of his Seco 
give us ſufficiently to underſtand ; that the followiꝗ ene 
diſquieting Thoughts ran in his Head, and trouble et 
his Mind. Shall I ſee the Ark of God reducd Wi 
the deſpicable abject Condition of being a Slave Wc 
Dagon ; and the Glory of Iſrael in Chains raiſe the T Doc 
umph of a vain ſenſeleſs Idol? FO Gd! ſhall the 4 tient 
verſary reproach, and the Enemies blaſpheme thy Nam thre 
Theſe Pious Tranſports, and Religious Ejaculations, high, 4 
are the commendable Raptures of a true Zeal fert eme 
Honour of God, ought to be the Sentiments of eve ca 
Chriſtian, when ſeaſonable, and well-tim'd, Wich. 
intricate Functures, unſettled Affairs, divided Frient What 
prwerful united Enemies make us reaſonably apprebef . be 
five of the Church's Danger or Downfal ; 'tis eve nſols 
good Proteſtant's Duty, in Imitation of Holy Me Att 
out of a deep Concern for the Glory of God WF 
break out into theſe, or the like Expreflions. S ern 
we fee Ferufalem ſubjected to Samaria; or Baby 
Queen of the Nations reckoning our Sion in the nunÞe, H 
ber of her Slaves? Shall we ſee Truth gagg d and {WM 7 
ter d, by prevailing impious Falſhood ? And the H. We a 


"Goſpel, bury'd under a ſcandalous Heap of human 19"s 
ditions, and Counterfeit Legends ? Shall we ſee the ea 


* 


Plalm 74. Fl. 
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uſurp again in theſe Kingdoms, the regain'd Em- 
of Chriſt ? Shall we ſee the Roman Pontiff ſeated again 


the Temple of God, reſettle his Idols in the Houſe of the 
{? Shall we ſee Rome ſucceſsful in her towering Pro- 


Glorio 
; Hon 


doubtle 
d lay 
cConvi 
mour Al 


xd, raiſe her Throne above the Heaven, and ſcornfully 
unto us, where is now your God? 
Theſe, or the like, ought to be the Sentiments, and 


Relig 

nſports of a true Proteſtant ; when there is reaſon to 
ighly if that the Intereſt of a falſe Religion will prevail 
le to inſt the true Worſhip of our Lord. Then, he ought 


tremble for the Ark of God out of a deep Senſe of 


Hands 

ings, s Honour and Glory. 

his Sou econdly, We ſhould tremble at the Danger, and 
followidfMconcern'd for the 4rk of God; if we did ſeriouſly 


ect upon the deplorable State of a Nation from 
ich God Almighty withdraweth his Preſence, and 
tection, together with his Ark, or the Purity of 


trouble 
>ducd 
| Slave 


the II Doctrine and Worſhip. Tis a notable ſaying in an 
/ the Aient f Author, that the greateſt Calamity a good King 
Nan threaten his diſobedient Subjects withal, is to forſake 
;;, u hien, and leave them to their own Devices and Ma- 
al for ii ement. Then certainly, the foreſt Puniſhment chat 


of eve can inflict upon a Rebellious Nation, is his Abſence, 


J. Wü vichdrawing from it. 
4 Fin hat a wretched Condition muſt they be in, when 
1pprehe ly have loſt their God, that ever-flowing Fountain of 


nlolations and Comforts, in their ſeveral Miſeries 
Afflictions; the infallible Oracle which they conſul- 
in the emergent Difficulties and Intricacies of 


tis eve 
ly Me 
God 


1s. Shi rernment? Bereav'd of their Ark, their Altars and 


r Bahn; where mult they make Application, for Ad- 
the nu, Help, and Remedy ? Depriv'd of the Mercy Seat, 
1 and f Throne of Grace, where they us'd to reſort to ap- 
the He an injur'd and angry God ; how can they eſcape 


ns made Examples of his Juſtice, and Victims of his 
Mveance 2 


4man 7. 
the LD 


T Flo.us, * 


(2 2 Conſider 


ts, and ambitious Views, trample upon the Ark of 


| 
i 
J 
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- Conſider what would be the Face of Nature, if 
Sun did refuſe his favourable Aſpect, and the Hav 
withdraw their cheriſhing Influences, and kind Showe 
It would no more be deck d with its beautiful gtee 
no more enamelled with the rich variety of Fruits a 
Flowers; and deſtitute both of the ſolid and agreeal 
Ornaments of its Plenty, it would only offer to « 
View, the ſhocking and hateful Spectacle of Barrenne 
and Deſolation. Such, and infinitely more deplorab 
is the State of a Nation from which the Almighty wi 
draweth the Light of his Countenance, and the helj 


Hand of his Protection; together with the viſible H An 
Bols of his Preſence and Favour, This Kingdom, we |y F 
in, this Kingdom, which is as delightful as the Gor w! 
of Eden, this Earthly Paradiſe would immediately g 2 
turn'd into a frightful and ghaſtly Wilderneſs, if Mot 
ſhould root up, and take away the Tree of Life, vi Leg 
is both it's Safeguard, and Glory. | ten 
How vain would it be for us to pride in the Fr rio 
fulneſs of our Seil, whilſt through the Want of ven 
Knowledge of God our Hearts would be uncultivater'd 
and our Souls barren ? nder 
How ſimple would it look for us to glory in Or 
Wealth of our Commerce; whilſt by the Loſs of WF But 
Ark, we had loſt all Commerce and Communica 4 
with Heaven? ; e: 
How filly, and impertinent, to boaſt of our Li--ito t 
(ſuppoſe, that after we have forfeited our Religion, ing 
can keep up our Liberties ; ſince in the Opinion of ſts « 
ſenſible Men, they are a mutual Shield and Preſerraꝶe Bt 
to each other, and they muſt ſtand and fall cogethgiers : 
How filly, I fay, and impertinent, to boaſt of our ii 
ties, whilſt through Ignorance and Corruption, occalo ars; 
by the Abſence of God, and the Subſtractien of his Het 
and Influences, we become Bond- men and Slave the 
that Spiritual Tyrant the Devil? | ns © 
In ſhort, ſhould the Almighty remove his 4k 1 
the midſt of us, what would we of this Kingdem ase 
but a numerous Community of blind Men roving W. wh 
f 64 


out'a Guide in Egyptian Darkneſs, in our way © 
x | Dt A b 


| 
| 
| 


| thods of dealing with thoſe, they brand with t 


I then may that Church execute juſtice, that bath turne 
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that innocent one, of not being able to digeſt pa} 
Contradictions, and impoſſible Falſboods, Theſe, as we lea 
from Hiſtory, have been for many Centuries paſt, t 
Apoſtolical Proceedings, of that 1 Church. An 
oh! had it been the Almighty's Pleaſure, that our onl 
Knowledge of this Church's ſanguinary and barbaro 
Actions had been meerly from the muſty Record, a 
worm- eaten Chronicles of diſtant Ages! But alas! In o 
Days, how many bloody Tragedies hath ſhe acted, « 
caus'd to be ated on the — Stages of Europe 
How many gloomy Scenes of Horrour ; owing to h 
Cruelty, are yet freſh in our Memory 2 How man 
ſill, ſtand expos'd to our View? How many glari 
Inſtances have we ſeen, and do we {till behold ( 
her Barbarity and Bloody-mindedneſs ? 
Tis ſtrange, that ſo many Hundred Years, where 
in ſhe glutted her ſelf with Innocent, and truly Chr 
ſtian Blood, could not aſſwage her Malice, and a 
lay her Cruelty with ſome mixture of Mercy: I 
ſtrange, that ſo many Ages ſpent in ſucking the Vei 
of the beſt of Men, could not weary her, and i 
ſtead of an abatement, ſhould procure ſuch an Encrea 
of Inhumanity, as tranſcends and overtops all her fo! 
mer Barbarities, Which is a plain Demonſtration, th 
that Church is no Changeling ; that in the accuſtom 
courſe of her Proceedings, ſhe is ſo much inurd t( 
and harden'd in thoſe wicked Practices, that it 
impoſſible for her to loſe the Habit, or alter he 
bloody Meaſures: And we have reaſon to fear, thi 
ſhe will rather riſe, than ſink in her Sanguinary Me 


odious, but undeſerv'd name of Hereticks. * Can 1 
Ethiopian change his kin, or the Leopard his ſpots * cn 
may that Church do well, that is accuſtom'd to do evigh 
T Can 


borſes run upon à rock, or one plow there with oxt 


— 1 


_ _ 


! 


| * Flay, 1 Amos. 
| | jrdgme 
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into Gall; and do uprightly that hath turned righs. 
neſs into Hemlock? | 

ind indeed, we ſhould forfeit our Senſes, did we 
terrain vain and flattering Hopes of ſeeing that 
urch, or any of that Church, depart from their in- 
nan, and violent means of Converfion, For in ſo 


palpah 
Je lea 
alt, t 
>. An 
ur onl 
rbaro 


1 * ng, chey act upon Principle. Perſecution is imbo- 
ain og in that Religion, and is no leſs eſſential to true Po- 
ted, oo than Love and Charity are to pure and uncorrup- 
Eureje i Chriltianity. For the Expoliation and Murther of 
* 1 nicks, or even of Heretic Princes, or of ſuch as are 


kd upon to be fawourers of Hereſy, have been en- 
ed into a Law, and made one of their fundamental 
Doctrines; not only by the Bulls and the Conſtitutions 
their Popes, but alſo by formal decrees of no leſs, 


glari 
hold ( 


1 " n Six of their General Comncils, 
4 F . Tis obſervable, that in the ſame Council ( that 


Latran, under Innocent III.) wherein they intruded up- 
the Church, that Novel, new coin d Forgery of Tran- 
fantiation, as à true Chriſtian Doctrine; in that very 
de Council, they made the bloody decree, whereby 
the Pope's Vaſſals, or Partizans of the Holy See were 
manded to Proſecute with Fire and Sword all 
n, who having their Senſes about them, would not 
mit to the moſt unaccountable Determinations of 
Church, 

liolence and Perſecution were truly the ſole Ar- 
ments, or the only proper means, that could be 
de ule of, to oblige People to give a feigned Con- 


y: 4 
the Vei 
and 1 
Encrea 
her fol 
on, th 
cuſtom 
aur'd te 
hat it 
alter hg 
ear, thi 


* Wi to « Doctrine, which ſhocks the common Reaſon 
Fo 1 Mankind, and defaces and extinguiſhes all the No- 
5 7 hl” and Idea's of Truth. For, ſince it could not be 


in' d, that ſenſible Perſons could be brought to 
allow that magic Metamorphoſis of a bit of Bread 
ban Almighty God, the good Fathers of that pious Coun- 
thought fit to thruſt it down their Throats with Daggers 


 Firebrands. 


'0 do evi 
vith oxt 
th turnt 


Ide Council of Latran, under Innocent III. of Lyons, under In- 
at V. of Conſtance, under Martin J. of Sienne, IV. of Latran, 
Jereral more, Sce Richer. Hiſtor. Concil. Gener. | 


7. dg me 


op 
d 
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But, beſides the ſtrict Commands of deftroying H, 
zicks, laid upon them by the Bulls of their Pope, 3 
the decrees of their general Councils ; we muſt not om 

that every Biſhop at his Conſecration, and every Mare 
lian at his Inſtallation takes an Oath, whereby he 
lemnly promiſes and vows, to perſecute them who 
refuſe to pay Homage and Fealty to the Roman Pont 
or to own his pretended boundleſs Power and Author 
The Words are remarkable, and are as follows ; * 
Rules of the Holy Fathers, the Apoſtolick Decrees, 0 
nances and Diſpoſals, Reſervations, Proviſions, and M 
dates, Tevill obſerve with all my Might, and cauſe to by 
ſerv d by others. Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, and Rebels ti 
ſaid Lord the Pope or his Succeſſors, 1 will to my Power | 
ſecute and Oppoſe. 

Thus the Prelates of Rome, with the formality of | 
ing their Hands upon the Holy Goſpel, bind themſe 
to act contrary to the Spirit of the Goſpel, They und 
ſtian themſelves, in order to be qualified to be the Ry 
of Chriſtendom ; and ceaſe to be Chriſtians, when tt 
commence Biſhops, Tis a kind of an Apoſtacy fr 
Chriſtianity to Mahometiſm. For certainly, ſuch an 
hath the Stamp of the Arabian Impoſtor upon it; 
ſutes better with the Character of a Mahometan Mi 
than with the Temper and Genius of a Chriſtian Whitor 
ſhop. And indeed, who is the greateſt Criminal, Me 
who impoſes that abominable Oath, or he who «kW our 
up his Conſcience to take it, is a hard matter to det fe 
mine: And yet harder is it to think that you can He 
ſee ſo much as one Biſhop of that Church, but you Ws t 
mark him as a Tormentor and Deſtroyer of Men i x a 
Oath, and one that is Sworn to be the Worryer of 
Flock, and a Blood- ſucking Bonner, ; 


3 Regula: ſanForum Patrum, decreta, ordinationes, ſeu diſpojin 
reſervationes, proviſiones & mandata Apoſtolica totis viribus obſer 
& faciam ab aliis obſervari, Hareticas, Schiſmaticas, & rebelies| 
Domino noſtro, vel ſucceſſoribus pradictis pro poſſe per ſeguar & il a 
nabo. See the Roman Pontifical, ſet out by order of Pope C beit 
VIII. and Printed at Antwerp Anno 1626. p. 59. and p. 86. 
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ing N 1 own there have been ſome Prelates in that Church, 
opes, n whoſe generous Breaſt, good Nature and Charity 
ot omſiiſare prevail'd, againſt the malignant influences of the 
MetroWllegiance they Swear to the Pontiff, and who, by 
y he Wood Offices done to Hereticks, have broke that 
who (hath, without being chargeable with Perjury. For 


is rather Perjury to keep it; ſince tis a Breach of 
he Baptiſmal Vow, as it is an entrance into a Profeſ- 
on , Which teaches and commands us to love our 


an Pont 
uthori 


2 
VS ; 


es, O eighbours as our ſelves, and to follow the Exam- 
and Mi: of our Saviour Chriſt, who came not to d:ſtroy 
ſe to be Nin Lives, but to ſave them. But, tho' there have been 
ebels to WWnongſt them, ſome Prelates of Temper and Modera- 


Power Nen; yet 'tis matter of Fact, as well as matter of Grief, 


hat in that Community few have been the Inſtances 


ity of honeſt Bjſh-ps, who have had Chriſtianity enough to 
chemſelWeak that Anti- chriſtian Oath. 

ney ne Theſe are, Chriſtian Brethren, theſe are the Ene- 
the Ries who always aim'd at the total Subverſion of our 
vhen eb, and who dayly threaten our Ark with Fetters 
tacy ind Captivity. What would become of us all, what an 


h an 
nit; 
tan M 
riſtian 


lama, what a Field of Blood (remember the Ma- 
in Days) would this Iſland be turn'd into, if by 
kir uſual Artifices, and Stratagems ; by the help of 
aitors at home, and falſe Friends abroad; thoſe pity- 


mina Men became at length the Conquerors and Maſters 
who stig Our Ark? And then what a Religious Concern, 
er to det fearful Tremblings and reſtleſs Agitations muſt 
y ou cant Hearts be in at the ſight of that aff-ighting bloody 
t you Nw; tho' they were not near us, tho we view 'd them 
Men a a diſtance ? | 


Terrible is the thought of a Nation's falling a Sacti- 
to the Vatican Idol, and being made a Prey to his 
Wring Prieſts, Terrible is the thought of falling in- 
ne hands of Feſ#irs, who like their Patriarch, the De- 
| e Lyars and Murtherers from the beginning, and 
ibus 0)": Laws of their Inſtitution. Terrible is the thought 
ray E alling into the Hands of Prelates, who are bound, 
heir Oath, to torment us into their Idolatrous Wei- 

D ſhip ; 


orryer of 
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ſhip; and Sworn to our utter Ruin, and Deftr 
ion. 

© *Tis matter of Wonder, and Aſtoniſhment, that ſon 
among us, who call themſelves Proteſtants, ſhould, 
much as in them lies, open our Gates to the irruptiot 
of Rome, by levelling their Wiſhes, Hopes, and E 
deavours, to the ſettling here an out-law'd Popiſh Sa 
ceſſor. In order to ſucceed in this infamous Proje 
they palliate, and mince the Horrors of that Relig; 
They blaze about, that danger from that quarter is b 
an idle Story, anda Bug-bear for Children; and that 
may live ſafe and quiet, in the enjoyment of our 
ligious and civil Liberties, tho' Popery be at the Hel 
Whether theſe wild Politicians be real Church of 
gland Men, or only Proteſtants in Maſquerade, and 4 
gels of Darkneſs under the diſguiſe of Angels of Light, 
Reaſons beſt known to themſelves : Whether it 
Deluſion, or Deſign, Madneſs, or Treaſon ; whether t 
Diſtemper lies in the Head or the Heart, tis now nee 
leſs to diſcuſs. And, tis a ſufficient Confutation 
that ſtrange Conceit, to remind you of what was |: 
. down before, that unrelenting Cruelty is the Charatterif 
of the Church of Rome; that no termi of Years, 


change of Times,no conſideration or inducement wh 967 
ſoever, can mitigate her Rage, and blend her Fu 3 
and tho they appear at firſt in Sheep's cloathing, thi. 
will ſoon after prove ravening Wolves, It would be * 


vain, to expect the leaſt alteration in their Princip 
Inſpight of flattering Fancies, and deceitful Imagi 
tions, Popery will ſtill be Popery ; Fefuirs will never ce 
to be Feſwits ; Papiſt Princes will never fail to be Et 
mies to the true Religion. And for my part, I] wo 
no more truſt to a Popiſh King's Coronation Oath, the 
would to a declar'd Bankrupt's Bond. 

And ſuppoſe God Almighty, to be avenged cf. 
many national Sins, and more particularly of our b 
Ingratitude* to our late glorious Deliverer, whom 


1 * 


ker, 1 
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it in time of need to reſcue us from Bondage and 
ppreflion, ſhould accompliſh the deſigns of thoſe Men, 
ho wiſh for a Popiſh Succeſſor, (which is the greateſt 
urſe that can light upon this Nation,) we may depend 


Deſtr 


1at fon 
ould, 


my pon it, we ſhould ſoon feel the Father, in the pretended 
IN and perhaps it might be our ill Luck, that he would 
ue ip ly the ſame Game over with more Management, and 
14. eiter Succeſs. 

ter i However, we onght to thank thoſe Men for the wiſe 
* | noble Expedient, which they {tart to cure our Fears, 
four quiet our Minds; for in the depth of their Wil- 
% % , they have found our, that the beſt way to curb 
h of % is to Crown ir : That the propereſt means to wea- 


n its Power, and put a ſtop to its Progrefs, is to 


Ars | lace it upon the Throne, and arm the bloody Monſter, 
The ' th the Sword of State. LE Ks 
ether t The Biſhops, who compil'd the Thankſgiving for the 
ren fb of November, were better acquainted with the true 
auh aracter and Spirit of Pepery, than thoſe Men. For 
- was e was an Article in the Prayer, that ran thus ; To 
radterif i end ſrrengthen the Hands of our gracious King, the No- 
Years, 15 and Magiſtrates of the Land, to cut off thoſe workers of | 
ent wü %%, 20/e Religion is Rebellion, whoſe Faith is Faction, 
ger Fu hoſe P ract ice is Murthering of Souls and Bodies, and to root 
bing, th km out of the Confines of this Kingdom. Behold Popery 
213 ben to the Life! Behold the true Features of Popery / 
Princip _ doubtleſs thoſe worthy, and truly Proteſtant Pre- 
'Imagiii” when they inſerted this Article in the Prayer, 
ever C 
o be LM EI 08 Y s dvie dd om Ouinpay r 
ty 1 wo Alas, r 1943 Arnszy, s 90 mMdgis 
ath, tha ys ovy 8 fs aus uli ets 

AN 01449) i NM 7T22T e fαν . 
red Of ( — e ee Copligel Ajace Maſtig. 
of our b How ſoon ungrateful Man forgets a Benefit ! 

Soon as the dying Hero falls to Earth, 


whom ] 
| The good dies with him, and is loſt in Death, 


Thy nobleſt Labours are no more remembred; 
Thou art forgot by him, O 4jax! Him, 
Vhom thou haſt oft detended with thy Life. 
ut this is now as tho? it ne'er had been, 
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Thunder and - Lightning, let Fire from Heaven 
ume, and deſtroy us; let Peſtilence poiſon the Air we 
ub, and the Angel, bo is the uſual Miniſter of thy 
ance, ſtrike us dead by Thouſands in our Streets: 


t abo 
in or 

to it 
nd for 


d thi be Bowels of our fruitful Land be turn'd into Iron, 
triking ow ſimiling Heavens into Braſs. Let an outragious 
wouldMrrican blow Death, and Deſtruction upon us, and bury 
tage oder the ruinous heaps of our Houſes. Let the Ocean, 
tead olg through, and overflowing Banks and Dykes, let in a 


J to it 


ge upon us, and make a Sea of this Land, rather O 
t wit 


|, than we ſhould be given up a Prey to thoſe mer- 
6 Enemies of our Ark and Religion. Let us fall 


lat Pe the Hands of the Lord, for his Mercies are great; 
et it h let us not fall into the Hands of thoſe Men. 

1nd pri h. if we conſider and lay to Heart the Three 
ity withftives, or Inducements which have been offer d to our 
es of thiWphts ; we muſt, like the High Prieſt of our Text, 
q out ofMible for the Ark, and look upon the danger that 


naces our Church, as the main object of our Reli- 
Fealouſies, and Fears. The Holy Man fat upon a 
tby the way ſide, waiting impatiently for the ſuc- 


Footing 
Liberties 


ice, anW of the Battle, when comes a Man, who firſt of all 
our ma ums him, that 1/rael had fled before the Philiſtines; 
gnation that there had been a great Slaughter among the 
proportio ele. This piece of News, how doleful ſoever, he 
expect «Ws with a ſerene Countenance, and without giving 
ents thay outward marks of Sorrow, or Trouble: The Man 
ched fer acquaints him, that his Sons were lain in the 
in te; but the account of their Death, doth not ſo 
ance , }* 

f 4 {mal _m_ — 
re us, Good Lord, &c. Popery was there in it's proper place, with Pe- 
ition, fot, and Famine, and the other great Calamities of the World. . 


Ir imine Petition was ſtruck out of the Litany in Queen Elizabeth's Das. 
a 


good Queen thought, I ſuppoſe, that thoſe Words, in the place 


Blood 0 Pere put in, would ſhock the Roman Cat bolicks; and *tis well 
mong u that ſhe made it her Buſineſs to render the publick Acts of the 
v piniſlj d th of England, as agreeable to all Parties, as Truth would permit. 
i there is no room for the Reaſons, which oblig d Queen Elizabeth 


ke theſe Words out of the Service; Iwiſb, they were reinſerted in the 
any, Frol N for Reaſons which I forbear to alledge, becauſe they are obvious 


le | much 
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much as ſtir his Paternal Bowels, and is too light a cc 
cern, for a Heart filled, and wholly taken up, wi 
the imminent danger of the Ark of God: And this 
gave a very noble inſtance of; for as ſoon as the M. 
told him, at thę gloſe of his ſhort Narrative, that | 
Ark allo was taken, immediately Grief ſeizes up 


him, his Strength fails him, his Hearr breaks, and n cr 
ing under the cruſhing weight, of the only AMigid * 5 
he could not bear, he falls and dyes. And it cam Muh 
paſs, ſaith the inſpir'd Hiſtorian, when be made men Fr 
of the Ark of God, that be fell from off bis Seat back * 
by the fide of the Gate, and his Neck biake and he died. * 

No, (which God in his infinite Mercies avert!)ſhou =" 
ſudden and unexpected News come, that Popery had ii. ſu 
vaded the Land, that the Holy Places were defil'd, a Th 
Idols inthron'd in the Houſe of God, I am afraid our lu Tag 
warm Proteſtants would not Copy after the Holy Man be tl 
our Text; and would rather ſupinely out-live Hic 


greateſt Calamity, that can befal this Kingdom, 
Joſs of Religion, or the captivity of the Ark. But, if aft 
that a Report was ſpread, that the ſame Enemy \ 
ſhutting up the Exchequer, confiſcating their Eſtatt 
and that effectual means were taken to reſtore allt 
Church Lands in their Poſſeſſion, to the ſeveral Orders thi 
formerly belonged to; how ſtruck, and confounde 


ack' 
fore, 
nich 

form 
es ab 
bur E 
ay th 


how concern'd, and aggriev'd would they be at tc. 
News? Oh! then they would beſtir and intre light 
themſelves! Oh! then they would give ſignal Tok; Ig. 
of Lite and Activity; and ſhew, by their ſtriving ure 
prevent the loſs of their Poſſeſſions, that their temp hn 
ral Concerns lie nearer their Heart, than the Conq ¶ portu 
tion of the Ark of God! wn'd 

I would not be ſo underſtood, as if I blam'd g th 
Body for defending his Property, or aſſerting his leg, 7 
Title to his Eſtates, and Polſeſficns: My Meaning ber 
that a due Preference ought to be given to the ſacred C fonts, 


cerns of Religion; and that the ſafety of the Ark of G 
is to be the Chief of our Cares, the main Article 


our Prayers, and the top of our Wiſhes, and rag * Pla! 
vou 
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urs. * If I forget thee, O Feruſalem: let my right hand 


wet her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue 
we unto the roof of my Mouth, if I prefer not Feruſalem 
we the chief of my Foy. Let us walk in the Steps, and 


low the Example of Holy Men, who Pray'd, and 


ted for the Peace of Feruſalem; and were earneſtly 
licitous, and zealouſly affected for the Ark of God. 
tus, through a fervent Zeal, for the excellency of 
Doctrine, and the ineſtimable Bleſſing of true 
orſhip among us, atone and make amends for our 
t indifferency and inſenſibility. And, as we hope 
it we will have occaſion to be active in the defence 
our Religion, no otherwiſe, than by the flames of 
r Devotion, and the fervency, and importunity of 
r ſupplications to Heaven; tis one of our principal 
bligations, as we are Chriſtians, as we are Proteſtants, 
endeavour by our Prayers, and Deportment, to en- 
ge the Almighty in the Intereſt of all the Proteſtant 
urches in general (and particularly in caſe it ſhould be 
ack'd) to appear viſibly, as he hath done many times 
fore, in the defence of that Church by Law Eſtabliſh d, 
nich hitherto hath been the Glory and Bulwark of the 
formation, and with which all the Proteſtant Chur- 
es abroad muſt ſink and fall. (I hope here, Brethren, 
bur Hearts will go along with my Words, and Wiſhes) 
ay this Kingdom, where the fugitive Dove hath found 
lafe ſhelter from Birds of Prey, ever rejoyce, in the 
lightful enjoyment of God's Ark and Prophets, May 
b Iſland, whoſe Glory 'tis to be, in a manner, the 
tive Country of the Reformed World, and which hath 
kindly admitted to it's Boſom, arid Embraces, thoſe 
tortunate Children, whom their Mother had dif- 
m'd, and thruſted out of their paternal Houſes ; 
ay this Iſland ever be Bleſs'd with the continuance of 
ds Preſence, and true Worſhip: May, for the reward 


her unexpreſſible Charity to the poor diſtreſs'd Pro- 


pants, may pure and unde fil d Religion, in the midſt of 
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WW. honourable Miniſtry, are appointed to carry the 4 


28 A SERMON Preach'd 


it, ſurvive all future Ages, outlaſt this viſible wg 
and never end but with commencing Eternity, 

But, if God ſhould ever ſuffer thoſe mercyle/s Mes 
have a Rule over this Nation; may we have a bet 
Deſtiny, than that, which by Providence, was allot 
to the High Prieſt in our Text. He died with the 
quieting thoughts of the Ark of God being taken 
pro hane Hands; of true Religion being Defeated 
[dolatry; of the inſulting Boaſts, and impious Triu 
of Heatheniſm and Superſtition, Gloomy, Diſ 
Terrible Ideas, for a dying, holy Man! which | 
imbitter the laſt Inſtants of his Life, ſharpen the Ay 
ny of his Death, and bring his grey Hairs dows to 
Grave with a mighty Sorrow. | 

I humbly hope the Sentence is not gone from G 
againft us; but if it be reſolv'd by Providence, t 
at one time or other, this Iſland is to be deliver'd it 
the hands of our modern Ph;l;tines, I will Petition 
Almighty, that I ſhould not fare like Ely, or ſhare 
the hardſhip of his Fate; that at my dying Hour, 1 
go off the Stage of this World with the comfort 
Thoughts of leaving behind me a free proſperous Nati 
and a ſafe flouriſhing Church. May the Pangs of Du 
ſeize upon me, and lay my Body to the Duſt, bel 
tis reported in Gath, and proclaimed in Askelon, the Ark 
God is taken, and the Glory is departed from Iſrael. 

III. Now, to enforce what hath been hitherto |: 
down; let us in the third place from Eh's being be 
the High Prieſt, and the chief Gdvernour of !ſrael, {ht 
that this Duty of Trembling, and being zealoully ! 
feed for the Ark of God, is in a more particular a 
binding manner incumbent upon the Clergy and t 
Magiſtracy. aps 

Firſt, As to the Clergy ; who ſhould be more Zealc 
for the Ark, than they who by a ſelect Calling, 
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and whoſe Life, with the Solemnity of awful Cerem | 
the 


nies and Oaths, is Conſectated to it's Service? An 
certainly, the Vows and Engagements of our P. ofeſſio 
are but inſignificant Trifles, or grave and ſolemn 1 
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One Word more of theſe Free-thinkers : I muſt own 
that I ſuſpect many of them to be Rome's Agents, an 
Miſſionaries in Diſguiſe ; notwithſtanding the wide diffe 
rence of their Principles. How far diſtant in it's Do 
ctrines and Practices is Panakeriſm from Popery ? Ant 
yet we know to whom we owe the riſe, and grow: 
of that unchriſtian Sect. Pepery is reſolv'd to be reſe: 
tled in this Hand, no matter how. For the regaining 
this Kingdom, was always it's principal Aim; becauſ 
of all Countries, that ſeparated from it's Communion 
'ewas the moſt gainful before reform'd ; and that her 
lay the greedy Pontiff's Peruvian Mines: And if it can 
not re-enter at the uſual Gate; it will try to come 
again at the back Door of Free-thinking, Infidelity, au ies c 
Atheiſm. ms, & 
GOOD GOD ! who can expreſs the Horrours thi Men 
fill our Minds at the thoughts of a Religion, whidtey ti 
makes Atheiſm it's Harbinger? A Religion, that teaches Mer, 
to renounce the belief of a God, in order to plunge thelWreſun 
into Idolatry; and obliges a Nation to abandon the Se. 
vice of the Lord their Maker, to make them Slav Bur 
to A Prieſt! Was ever a true Religion Propagated, ane, u 
Advanc'd by ſuch impious means: And is not tem 1 
very Conſideration a ſtrong Inducement to add to bey! 
warmth of our Zeal againſt Popery ? ur A 
But who can entertain a mean Opinion of our ey 
BY Zeal againſt Rome, that remembers what pals Wing 
ately? Can any body have ſo ſoon forgot, that at a ti attery 
when Popery had aſcended the Throne; when Je- 
were lodged in Royal Palaces, and when Fryers of mo tes; 
than one ſort had the Impudence to ſhew themſch x, 
in the Streets of our Metropolis in their Habits, (WF pen 
would have been a Comical fight, had not a blog? 
Tragedy been conceal'd, and actually hatching : 6; 
der the ridicule of their Dreſs :) When Colleges were Cor 
vaded, and turn d into Seminaries of Idolatry; in ſho 
at a time when Laws, Liberties, Religion, our all lay m 
Stake, the Miniſters of the Church of England ſtood in 
Gap, and by their unanſwerable Tracts, as all 
their Courage in Suffering, and Reſiſting, made 3 - i 
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704 for the Defence and the Preſervation of the Ark 
of God : IN. 
And here, we cannot paſs by a glorious inſtance of 
heir Zeal, which will be upon Record, and tranſmit- 
ed to late Poſterity ; that is, that excepting Iwo or 
Three, all the Tracts which were then Writ in the 
lindication of the Proteſtant Religion, were all Arrows 
but from the Qui ver of the Church of England. I would 
ot be ſo underſtood, as if I had a Dong of upbrai- 
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union ing our diflenting Brethren with Remiſneſs, or want 
at her! Zeal for the Common Cauſe againſt the Common Ene- 
it can : I rather think that their filence on that occaſion, 
ome is an Homage, which they paid to the ſuperior Abi- 


ty, antics of our Clergy ; and that when they ſaw our Tillot- 


ns, Stilling fleets, Sherlocks, (not to mention ſome great 


urs tha Men till living, and who now govern the Church, 
, Whey then fo well defended,) engag'd in that defenſive 
hes Meer, they modeſtly thought ir would have been high 
ige thereſumption in them to imagine, that ſuch matchleſs 


the deſlampions wanted their help. 


n o12v But how defective would our Zeal be againſt Po- 
ted, ane, were it confin'd to Writing? We out-write 
not them in Divinity, but they out-wit us in Politicks. 
dd tot 


hey Il let us write on, and go another way to Work. 
ur Authors have beat them in the open Field: But 


our Cle ey ll endeavour to defeat us under Ground, If we raiſe 
: pals Wzinſt them, a Battery of Arguments; they'll reply by 
at à UW attery of Engines, and Contrivances. Is it time to wage 
n Jeſpeper War, when Hannibal is reported to be at the 
s of mates; when, as it appears by Royal Proclamations, his 
hemlcl'Wi, Friends raiſe an Army in our very Bowels ? Can 
ts, . Pens be of any Defence againſt Swords and Dag- 
A 
ching "if : ſuch a Juncture, the beſt way to ſhew our Zeal, 
ere "ol Concern for the Ark, is in iqitation of, and out 
in ſho :(pe& to our gracious Soveraign, who hach aſſur'd 
all ey m the Throne, that ſhe had nothing more at Heart, 
006 | 
as allo — wy 


li bop Ten ſon, Biſhop Wake, and ſome others, 
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firmly and affectionately to flick by the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſron, as by Law Eſtabliſhed. And here, I crave leave tc 
Addreſs you in the Words of a great Man, lately 
made a Primate of our Church; a Man, who being uni 
verlally eſteem'd, hath made all Parties to conſpire 
and agree to his excellent Character, and who by out 
Poſterity, together with the Baſils, the Nazianzens, and 
the Chryſoſtoms, will be ranked among the chief Fa 
thers of the Chriſtian Church. © Whoever, faith tha 
great Man,doth not adhere to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, le 
* him go under what Profeſſion, or Denomination h( 
* Will, is a certain Enemy to our Church, and State 
and ſets open a Door, as far as he is able, for Pon 
* and Arbitrary Power to enter in at. Againſt bot 
* which the Proteſtant Succeſſion, is the only huma 
** Bar, after Her Majeſty's Life, which GOD LON 
PRESERVE ; nay, and which makes it more valu: 
ble, it is a very great Security, to that moſt impo 
ce tant Life too, which we all have ſo much Reaſo 
to Wilh and Pray for the long long continuance 0 
Ve are all ſure ſufficiently convinc'd, by our own |: 
** experiene?, as well as by the Reaſon of the thing 
© ſelf; how impoſſible tis for us, to be in any man 
of ſafety under the Government of a Popiſo Pr 
And therefore, methinks, we cannot but be fir 
<* refolved, and united againſt ſuch an one; eſpe 
5 one that muſt bring a French Power along with | 
and hath been all along Educated, and forme 
** cording to the French Model : But 1 ſhall not 
* to infilt any longer upon this Point, which we 
** obliged by the /rifteſt ties of Law and ſolemn ( 
F nay; and if we underſtand our own Intereſt | 
too, to be true to. 
Such are the Thoughts, and Words of this e 
Prelate: J hope, all of us will be brought by 
guments, to follow his Steps. How forcible 
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* The Arcbhiſbop of York, in a Sermon preach'd before t 
of Cambridge, 1795, 98 TS 
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it Suc-Mpſons, and how venerable the Example! But, ma 

zave to ere be ſo bold as to tell you in paſſing, that nobody 
late believe that we are Zealous, and Hearty for 
rg uni Proteſtant Succeſſion ; * while we appear fond of 
onſpirꝰ e Doctrines, which by a neceſſary and immediate 
by out nſequence, Arraiyn the late glorious Revolution, Pave 
ens, an way co a fatal Revolution of another Stamp, tye up 
nie Fa Hands of the Proteſtants, and lay them diſarm'd, 


zich tha 


n and naked to the Rumin Knife. 


(ſion, \WQſhere is another thing of great Moment, and high- 
ation hWMconducing to the pteſervation of the A; that is, 
id Scarce far from widening the Breaches of Diſſention, 
or Pom improving inconſiderable Diviſions into civil 
nft bot and publick Fermentations ; we ſtudy to ſettle a 
human , andy Harmony between all the Proteſtants of this 
D LONG, notwithſtanding differences in F Opinions, ſo 
Tre valu they may all be linked into one common Intereſt 
{t impoWnit the common Enemy, and may joyn their Heads 
1 ReaſolJMbrevent, and their Hands to remove common Dau- 
uance e Tis Every good Man's Wiſh, that we ſhould all 
rown United in one commen Bottom. But ſince earl 
e thing Wolleflions; Prejudices; ſtrong, tho' ill grounded, 
y man {Wuncanc Scruples; Miſunderſtandings, nie Un- 
viſa Pri ary, ſome Wilful, have to this Day prov'd in- 
be fir} Wie Bars, to that perfect, long wiſhed for Union, 
eſpe the Nation is not yer ripe for, or worthy of fo 
with a Bleſſing, till ir pleaſes God to ſend us from 
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et enim & Tyrannide conſenſus univerſorum, ſine quo nullum va- 
f juſtum imperium. Unde, quod commodo civium fiert poſſit, li- 
ne Rempublicam a Prædone repetere, ne cunforum opes & ſalus, 
um aut unius cupiditatibus vel libidinibus devoveantur. Etenim 
2 Libertas, & Divmi Juris, quippe Humane à Deo 
3 Natura, ut $am tentaie ſcelus fit, impium circumvenire, occu- 
farium., | 

vincent, GRAVINEG iti & Anteceſſoris Romani Orat & 
ua, Specim. Priſci Juris, pag. 255, 257. Ed. Traje#. 1713. 

- A Man, Born and brought up in the very Center, both of Spuntua! 
Moral Slavery. ſpeaks like 4 Priton, while ſome Britons here ſteak 
te ike Roman Sages. 
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Heaven ſuch a general Peace in Religion it is in 
mean while, our Duty to ſind a way, to Enit our He, 
if we cannot unite our Minds; and whilſt we diſlentin } 
matters, to agree in that moſt important Point, the $; 
ty of the Ark, or the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Rel; 

Such an Union, tho' defective, would be of f 
cient force to Baffle the Deſigns of Popery, which e 
not gain Ground here, but through our animoſ; 
and fallings out. Such an Union would be to u 
ſtronger Bulwark, and Security, againſt a fore 
Invaſion, than the watry Ramparts of the ſurround 
Ocean, and the ſo much boaſted of wooden Wal 
our Fleets. 

Secondly, The Duty of being concern'd for 
Safety of the Ark, and trembling at it's Danger, is? 
in a more particular and binding manner incumb 
upon Magiſtrates. 2 

In all Ages of the Church, Magiſtrates, (u 
the Soveraign, who is the Fountain of their Po 
have been look'd upon to be the Nurſing- Father 
the Church, and the Supporters of the Ark of 0 
But, tis here to be obſerv'd, that tis more particu 
ly the Office of the Britiſh Magiſtrates. For, as fu 
Penal Laws have been enacted by the Legiſ 
Power for the Safety of the Ark againſt the encro 
ments, and outrages of Popery ; ſo tis the Magiſti 
Duty to put them in Execution: Aud as EH neg 
in the diſcharge of his Office was one of the | 
ſons, which oblig'd the Almighty to deliver his 
into the Enemies Hands, it behoves them to take 
that our Ark ſhould not ſuffer through their remillnt 
the diſcharge of theirs. 

The Romaniſts brand the Penal Laws enacted 35 
them with the odious Name of Perſecution. A 
Name indeed, when one knows the Grounds and 
ſons of thoſe Laws ! | 

For Popery:doth not fall under the Laſh of the! 
as tis a Compound of erroneous Belief, and ridic 
Worſhip. In this reſpect, tis as much bene 
Cognixance of the Law, as the wild Im2ginat!0 


at 1Pe Aer A TelmSfora. 


© is in Wo confin d to a Mad-houſe. Let them know, that 
our Heal do not Proſecute them; becauſe they believe that a 
lent in Mer is their God; or becauſe they devoutly kiſs a 
t, the de lefactor's Bone, when they think, they are paying 
nt Reli Veneration to the Relick of a Saint. No, we 
e of ſecure them, becauſe their Religion is Tyranny, 
vhich , and implies and commands the utter Subver- 
animoſi of our Church, and State, The face of our Laws 
e to uit againſt them; becauſe they are 7raitors to their 
2 foreWuntry, and ſworn Vaſſals to a foreign Enemy, who is 
rounds ſeeking to bring this Nation into Thraldom, 
en Wall Oppreſhon. They are Preſcribed by our Laws; be- 
7 iſe Papiſts cannot be loyal Subjects. For no Man can 
4d for . 70 Mat ers; and they muſt prove perfidious Ser- 
ger, iss co their Maſter at home; becauſe they are bound 5 
incuntM obey the Orders of their Maſter abroad, and will 
their King, if the Pope requires at their Hands a WW 
es, (u hal Victim. 
neir Pow all well regulated Countries a profeſ# Atheiſt is 
g-Father jerib'd by the Laws; becauſe by the denying the 
4 of Mc, and Providence of God, he [aps the Foundations 
; particu Covermnent: And what difference is there betwixt 
r, as ſu helf and a Jeſuit? We may apply to the latter, 
Legi Tully faith of an Antient Philoſopher. Epicurus 
ie enctro verbo ponit, re tollit, Their Maxims are equally 
Magiſtidious and Atheiſtical : And it would be eaſy enough 
Elj's ne Nove, that Mariana's Principles are as Deſtructive 
of che MWoovernmenc, as thoſe of f Vaninius. 
iver his Then what the Romaniſ?s call Perſecution, is nothing- 
to take but 4 due Proſecution of Treaſon, Villam, and in- 
remillnt Qed, if not Executed Parricide. 

00 GOD! who would have thought, that the 
acted 4g ors of Holy Murthers, Religious Cruſadoes and Meri- 
n. Avg” Mzſſacres ; that the Contrivers of the Gun-powder 
nds and MF and the Fire cf London, would have eee 

the ſeverity of our Laus? Is it becauſe they lie Dor- 
of che IF" and are ſeldom put in Execution? 


ind ridic 

| benew mM | 

0 gina Nat. Deorum. + One burnt alive at Thoulouſe for Atheiſm in 1619. 
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Tis hop'd, they will now have ſome Colour 
complain; ſince our Magiſtrates have been lately a 
ken'd into the Execution of their Office by a x Mio! 
Proclamation : And indeed, if thoſe Men are any el 
ger the Monuments of our Clemency ; we will ſoon f 
our ſelves the Victims of their Cruelty. 
But where doth my Zeal ; where doth my Ct 
cern carry me? I forget, that I have the Honour 
ſpeak betore Magiſtrates well affected to their Co 
try, and Zealous for their Religion; who know wil Ho 
Clemency ought to give place to Severity, and when WW lat 
verity is to be temper d with Clemency: And IH. 
own, that, as it hath been ſhewn before, tho' ther o 
abundant reaſon to Tremble for the Ark of G 5: 
yet, when I ſee in the Church, ſuch a brizh: [x 
truly Proteſtant Biſhops; in the Courts, ſuch a gb 
Bench of truly Proteſtant Fudges, the reviving Pr 
pe& raiſes my drooping Courage, diſpels my gloo 
Thoughts: And I thank God from the depth of | 
Heart, who hath been graciouſly pleaſed to ſe: TW"! 
ſuch frong Fences round our Church to ſecure, Mun. 
uard 1t on every fide. a Pr 
The Ark is ſafe there: But alas! It is in Dang, 
in great Danger from another quarter; I mean Med 
national Sins, ble 
IV. Which brings me to the laſt Head of my DI" '» 
courſe, where we are to ſhew that ſince the Sins of [| But 
unrepented of, were the unhappy Cauſes of the C lt ſy 
tivity of the Ark, it behoves us to ſecure, and keep led | 
ſafe, in the midſt of us by a National Repentance. Wii! 
National Repentance do I ſay 2 Then farewel our Al de 
Can any ſuch thing be expected, or thought of © 
this time? Is there any hopes left of ſuch a Chang 
while an Egyptian darkneſs of Vice and Corrupt | 
have over-ſpread all the Land. —— . 
Les, there is Hopes ſtill ; and thanks be to God 


—— 


* This Exhortation to Charity, was put in at the deſire of the R 
rend Mr. Pocklington, Miniſter of Chelmsford, and the Truſtees 
the Chanty School, lately ſet up in that Town, 
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Colour R q 

ately zun perceive the dawning and breakings out of ſuch 4 
»y a ormation, darting upon this Nation. For how can 
any look upon thoſe pious Eſtabliſhments, the Charizy 


ls, which have been ſet up in ſo many parts of 
is Kingdom, and deſpair of ſuch a happy Change. 
e not thoſe Schools the Earneſts and Pledges, and 
en the powerful Inſtruments of ſuch a general Con- 


| ſoon fi 


my Ce 


Honour 


eir Coon? | 

now wi How comforting are theſe thoughts! We are there- 
| when Wh fatisfyed that there is amongſt us ſtill; many good 
ind In gens Souls, who not content to be the wertuuus Mo- 


o there of this preſent Generation, endeavour by ſuch pi- 


o Settlements to entayl their good Principles upon 
rioh: u erity, and furniſh the Generations to come, with 
| a plori ples of Virtue like themſelves. 


Again, we ſee a very great number of Children 
tured in the Faith, rooted in the Grounds of the Pro- 
ant Church, furniſhed with a competent Share of 
arning, Which will render them capable of Con- 
ning themſelves, and making a further progreſs in 
Principles of Religion ; from which, with God's fa- 
u, will flow through the courſe of their life a con- 
ned Series of good Actions, and whereby they'll be 
wled, jointly with other well-meaning Perſons, to 
the Tide of Corruption. | 
but further, I look upon theſe Schools to be the ſtron- 
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1y gloo 
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cure, 
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f the Cl lupports of the Ark: They are as many Ciradels 
and keen againſt Popery. Julian the Apeſtate, one of the 
tance. M'! Enemies to Cbriſtianity, thought the likelieſt way 
el our A eſtroy the Chriſtian Religion, was to ſuppreſs 
ught of WF Cb Schools. Conſidering what he aimed ar, 


vent the right way to work. For certainly, Igno- 
ce was the beſt Preparation for Chriſtians to run 
to Heatheniſm. And ſo tis for Proteſtants to be 
ied back to modern Paganiſm, Popery : For Po- 
) ſprang up in the Darkeſt, the moſt barbarous 
Fs of the Church. The Enemy ſowed thoſe Tares 
be Night, when Men were aſleep. And "tis ſtill kept 
y the ſame Ignorance, that gave it Birth, But 
ns means of theſe pious Eſtabliſhments, the mean- 
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33 © A SERMON PreacÞd 
eſt of the Land will attain to ſuch a Degree of Kno 
ledge, and Learning in the Scriptures, as will fix the 
in their Religion, and prevent them from being ſe 
ced by Popiſh Agents and Miſſronaries : Theſe Char 
Schools will ſcatter, through this Land, ſuch Beam 
light, as will beat back approaching Darkneſs, a 
ſhut. out that Ignorance which is the uſual fore-rm 
of Popery. Since ſettling Schools of this kind, is pt 
perly raiſing Fortifications, againſt the common Ene 
As we tender the Safety of our Ark, the Well. 
of our Country, as we abhor Pepery, and love e 
Religion, let us ſpare no coſt to encourage, mainte 
and improve thoſe Charitable Inſtitutions. 

Here Ibeg leave to direct my Diſcourſe to you, 
Inhabitants of this Town) to Congratulate you, up 
your rapid and lrappy Succeſs, in the ſetting up 
your School. I hope you have all been unanimous 
the Project, and the Execution of it. For it would 
hard to think there is among you any Diſſenter, in po 
of Charity. The Duty of Almſgiving is a Goſpel- 
gation, and not a Ceremony of the Church of Engl 
But, if peradventure there is ſuch Recyſants in the mi 
of you, they muſt be put in mind, that when at 
Bar of the great Fudge of the IVorld, they will be , 
led to an account for ſo conſiderable an Omi 
it will be but a poor Plea, to ſay in their own! 
fence, that they would not join with their Tov 
Men, for the obſervation of the moſt eſſential Prec 
of the Goſpel, becauſe they could not join with th 
in ſome Circumſtantials of Worſhip. 

If any of theſe Men are here preſent, I entreat ii 
by the Bowels, by the Compaſlions of Chriſt, and fo! 
Intereſt of their own Souls, to conſider that the 0 
fion of a great Duty is a great Sin, that they biz 
wrong and injure themſelves, in neglecting to be! 
rers in the Honour, and Bleſſing of Feeding, 
Cloathing the Lord: And I am of opinion, what 
may be theirs, that in order to make amends for be 
Demurrers in ſo good an Action, they ought to 4 


Tax themſelves, and that to atone for their coy 
rig 


ar Ine Me 2 Ur. TE 
riminal reluctancy to /o pious, a' Work, they ought 


of Knol come to the Altar with a richer Offering, and a coſt- 
ill fix the r Sacrifice. | 
TAY The fight of thoſe Nurſeries of your Benevolence is an 
Ar 


onour to this Town, and an Ornament to this Church, 


h Beams ad the Mrſick performed by thoſe Children, beſt re- 
knels, a mbling that of Heaven, becauſe it paſſes through innocent 
| fore-rm gans, as it is moſt acceptable to God, who loves to be 
nd, is p wed by the Mouth of Babes, lo is it a moſt raviſhing 


on Ene 
> Well. 
1 love « 
„ mainta 


mony to pious Souls. 

One thing, however, abates of the fineneſs of the 
ectacle, that the Boys are not cloathed alike: I do 
t take notice of this, with a deſign to Cenſure you, 
Inbabitants of this Town ; for you deſerve to be com- 
ended for the great Expences you have been at al- 
ady, for the noble advances you have made for this 
haritable Settlement, rather than co be blamed for 
at defect. 

[| mention this only as an Introduction, to the Ap- 


o you, ( 
yOu, up 
ting up 
1animovs 
it would 


er, in . cation T am now to make, to you, Gentlemen, who 
Goſpe e here occaſionally preſent. And L apply my ſelf to 
| of Bos du with great Aſſurance, becauſe J am ſatisfyed, that 


wliſh Gentlemen who are diſtinguiſhed from Men of 
ke Figure in other Countries, not only by their Abi- 
ties, bur alſo by their Inclinations to do good, will ne- 
er baulk thoſe Inſtincts co Beneficence, planted in 


hen at 
will be 0 
1 Omilh 


Aur = heir Hearts by Nature, and ſtrengthened by the happy 
ay 7 pn uture of a Liberal, and Religious Education. And ſuch 
* - generally their Generoſity, that they think themſelves 


ndly, and honourably uled, when they are invited to 
hare in the Acts of Chriſian Bene volence: And at the 


meony ery time, that we in juſtice thank them for their Li- 
„and fer ralicy, they thank us for the Ins itation; eſpecially, if 
* og v to ſuch a Charity as is, like this, calculated for the 
of * ublick good, and eminently ſerviceable to the Wellfare 
> | WW theic Countiy. ; 

* Strange would it be indeed, that at a time when ſuch 
2 05 be arge Encouragements are given, luch ample Contri- 


uwions raiſed, ſor prophane Singing upon the Stage, 
e ſhould think much to beſtow ſome ſmall inconli- 
FE 2 derable 


he to 4 
IC delay, 
Crim 
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not ſhew your ſelves kind and courteous to God, b 
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derable Sums, which cannot Burthen or Incumber u 
upon ſo pious an Undertaking, as the improving t 
Muſick of our Churches, which can't be effected by n 
properer way, than by training up theſe Children t 
be the Repreſentatives of Angels upon Earth, by ſingin 
tunefully to the Honour of God, the Songs of our Sion. 

Three Claſſes may be made of Perſons preſent her 
ſome come to joyn with us in our Devotions, ſom 
meerly out of Curioſity, and ſome others for Buſineſs 

As to them of che firſt Sort, who came hither purel 
to joyn with us in our Devotions, we have nothing t 
remind them of, we leave them to their own good Pn 
ciples: For Charity is the inſeparable Companion e 
true Devotion. And when ſuch Perſon's Hearts, lik 
Lydia's, are by God's Grace opened to his Word, we nee 
not fear but their Hands alſo will be opened to th 
ſeveral Wants of their needy Brethren ; and more pat 
ticularly, to ſuch Charities as tend to adminiſter Sp 
ritual Nurture to their fellow Creatures. 

But as to you who came hither, merely led by C 
rioſity, I muſt put you in mind, that tho' it be a goo 
Action to come to Church, yet you have marred it! 
it's Principle. How then, how thankful ought you to b 
to Almighty God, who now offers you an occaſion, t 
mend the fault, and to ſanctify your prophane coming in 
this Church, by your Chriſtian Liberality at the goir 
out. 
Laſtly, I muſt give a Word of Advice to you wh 
came hither for Buſineſs. As you are Chriſtians, yo 
are doubtleſs convinced that you cannot be ſucceſsf 
in any thing you have in Hand, except God's Favou 
and Aſſiſtance goes along with you. Bur it would b 
in vain to expect God's help, and Bleſſing, if you © 


_— 
TO 


afiſting theſe poor Children, who repreſent your I or 
and your Redeemer. * Come then and pay unto the Lor 


Þ — God, and let all them that be round him here, bin 


- 


preſents unto him tbat ought to be feared. 
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This is a Day of 1 it inconſiſtent to make it 
Day of Mercifulneſs a 

ole Virtues be united in the ſame Day, ſince they are 
be united in our Hearts, and go Hand in Hand in 
x Converſation ? for * the Lord requires of us to do 
i, and to love mercy. Let it be ſaid that this Day, 
rey and Truth met together, and Righteouſneſs and Peace 
ve kiſſed each other. 

To conclude, I deſire you all to conſider, that Cha- 
is the gracefulleſt of Chriſtian Graces, and that this 
inch of it, which we now Recommend unto you, is 
beſt ſort of Charity; for it feeds the Soul as well as 
, and furniſhes the Objects of it, with Provi- 
ns for this and the next Life. | : 
And *tis to be hoped, that for the ſake of thoſe piouſ- 
lifpoſed Perſons, who will ſhew themſelves the 
dren of God, by the Imitation of his Benevolence 
x} Mercyfulneſs, God will protect our Ark, and ever 
end it from the Helliſh Mint of Horrid Plots, Inte- 
ne Bloody Wars, Barbarous Foreign Invaſions, I 
an from Romiſh Zeal, and Bigotry. Now to God, &c. 
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Forms of Prayer, proper ta be ufed before, at, and after the 
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Occaſions. The Third Edition, Corrected and Enlarg'd. 

Thoſe Two Excellent Monuments of Ancient Learning and 
ty, Minucus Felix's Octavius, and Tertullian's Apology for the! 
mitive Chriſtians, Render'd into Engliſh, 
Advice to the Readers of the Common Prayer, and to the? 
1 the ſame. With a Preface concerning Divine V 

ip. Humbly offered to Conſideration, for promoting the gre 
Decency and Solemnity in performing the Offices of God's Pu", 
Worſhip, Adminiſtred according to the Order Eſtabliſhed by L 
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Church of England. T. S. The fourth Edition Corrected. | 

Catechumenorum Duttor : or, an Inſtruction to Young Fel 
in the Grounds and Principles of the Chriſtian Religion:! 
plain and familiar Expoſition of the Church Carechilm, by. 
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vines of the Church of England, By a Divine of the Chu 
England, 
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